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This may just be a positive spiritual exercise forinfeit the sermon
series that we are working through this fall feels familiar and healin
me. We are studyingenjoying- cringing at the story of Joseph, the
longest narrative in the Bible. It stretches from Genesis 37 throug
and occupies 28% of that book of origins.

Sometimes indiscreet and unbelievable, the story is never irrelevant. fgstor Hoffman

never ceases to amaze me how the Word of God addresses us wherever we are in the mo-
ment of the present. If you are struggling with a family that is being torn apart over jealousy
and favoritism, you can find yourself in the story of Joseph. If you are suffering unjustly
and are being manipul ated on the job, you
feel like you are being played with, or the subject of a cruel practical joke, turn the pages of
Genesis and you can find that too, several times.

If you feel like you need to take matters into your own hands, only to find consequences that
haunt you from that action, you are right there in the narrative. If you struggle to handle the
power you have, if you need to know how to confront the demons of your past, if you strug-
gle to find hope for reconciliation and forgiveness, thereyoutgm Josephoés st

Do you need to be reminded that God is active in everydsiem or stepup in your life
and how things meant for our harm can become things that bring us good? Turn to Joseph.

If you need to look into the future a few generations to see what can come of our actions,
there are some sobering truths in the spectacular epic that is Joseph.

Why do we find this? | believe it is because we identify very powerfully with this character.
As we read carefully, we find things in his life that correspond toioarsl so the story
becomes more persuasive for us. The spirit of God uses these similarities to connect with
us, convict us and offer us hope as we wrestle with family dynamics and unjust actions and
our own need to move forward through pain.

I have turned the pages of Genesis recently and have found myself in the printed page, have
you? Good. Youdre alive, and youbre bei
ancient, 3700 year old story to speak into your life. So keep reading, keep studying, cringe
if you must; and as you do, see your own story, your own redemption right there.

Lovi ng Go-elévant \Wdrdwéhyysu.

Pastor Warren



of toiletry items and a toy for each 7. We will utilize countless volun-

9 . child age 12 and younger. teer hours of service over several
WY CompaSSIOH, daysi in particular Thursday af-

Generosity, 2. On the day of distribution, we will ternoon, December 13; Friday

. also try to create an atmosphere of  morning, December 14; and a full

Service hospitality. There will be light day Saturday, December 15. All
Leslie Limbaugh refreshments and a place to sitfor ~ ages and abilities are welcome.
Minister of Students & Communication fellowship. Children may have There is a role for everyone!

their pictures taken with Santa

Although | do not have the precise and decorate a photo frame. Par- 8. Funding for this ministry is totally
data at my fingertips, | know that ents can fshopo f autsidedhe churehbwdget anch e

Third Baptist Church has been meet-  t0ys appropriate for their children.  your regular tithes. Gifts should
ing needs in the community for be designated: Christmas Baskets

many years, especially at Thanksgiv- 3- We anticipate serving about 170 or Christmas Toys (two separate
ing and/or Christmas. And even in families in 2012, most of which accounts).
my 10 years among you, the details live in zip codes near the church. . _
have changed several times. God has filled our hearts with com-
4. We will need 400 toothbrushes as passion and our eyes with sight to
Do you know what all is involved well as other hygiene items (see  see the needs around us. God has
with our Christmas Basket Ministry WMS list). blessed us with a spirit of generosity
this year? to buy so many groceries and toys
5. We will need about 180 toys for  and hygiene items. God has ener-
1. Each family will receive a nice infants up through age 12, both  gized us to link our arms in service.
bag of groceries, based on family ~ POys and girls. _ _
size, intending to provide a _ Go ahead, get into the Christmas
hearty, holiday meal. In addition, ©- It takes about $30 tofilleachbag s pi ri t ! You donoét
each family will receive a packet of groceries, for a total of $5100.  an opportunity!

Hospitality to
Korean Students

Dr.Terrell Carter,Minister of Outreach

Korean MDiv course met at Third in
October. The course was Constructive
Theology and the instructor was Dr.
Mooyoung Lim




Children

Celeste Roos
Minister to Children

The Third Baptist children enjoyed an
outing to the pumpkin patch during O
tober. Many of the families and chil- -
dren were able to join in the fun, whic™
included zip lines, slides, mazes, ‘
swings, and a hayride. Thank you to everyone who
came out and made it a great afternoon!

This month we look forward to new Wednesday
night programming that will be available for the
children as well as other church members. Third
Baptist will host Tae

Kwon Do, which will

be led by John and

Rochelle Jay. The

program will include

the selfdefense as-

pects of this martial

art as well as Bible

study and disciple-

ship. This will be of-

fered every Wednes-

day evening during

the Bible study hour.

We look forward to

this opportunity for our kids. We also look forward
to the upcoming Thanksgiving and Christmas sea-
sons. Look for more childrends news
the holidays approach.

and

events

a



