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od places people in our path every

day. They come in all ages, sizes,
shapes and personalities. They are
there for us to bless and to bless us. But
too often we don’t even see them. When
we see them we often cannot see what
God is trying to teach us. Remember,
one of the purposes of the Christian life
is to serve God by serving others.

Just such a person crossed my path
while our family was serving as mission-
aries in Taiwan. We had completed two
years of language study, and while we
continued to study the difficult Chinese
language, | was given the opportunity to
begin a new congregation. The pastor of
the downtown Chinese Baptist Church
helped me survey a poor area of the city
and rent a small building in which to be-
gin the work. We needed someone to
live in the building to keep out thieves.
The older pastor suggested a young
man who was a member of his church.
Thomas Sywen had come over to Tai-
wan with the Nationalist army as a teen-
ager when the mainland fell to Commu-
nism. He was the only member of his
family in Taiwan. He had become a
Christian and wanted to make some-
thing of his life. We agreed to pay him a
small amount to live on the property and
serve as custodian. We built a small
bamboo shed on the property and fur-
nished it with a bamboo bed, desk and
chair. A single light bulb hung from the
ceiling over the desk. His purpose was
to live there and study for the entrance
exam to the university. Only the top ten
percent taking the exam were allowed to
enter.

Thomas was a humble young man and
physically small. Unimpressive, he
would not stand out in a crowd. But he
worked hard, both at his studies and for
the new congregation. He was willing to
do anything. He kept the building clean,

taught Sunday School, accompanied me
on visitation, wrote out the hymns and
choruses on large sheets of paper to
teach to the people, led the singing and
generally did everything without even
being asked.

He passed his exam to the university
and continued living at the small church
while working on his degree. One day he
announced to me that he would be
graduating and that he believed God
was calling him to preach. We rejoiced
with him and sent him with a strong let-
ter of recommendation to the seminary
200 miles away. At the seminary he met
and married a fine Christian girl and
completed both the Master of Divinity
and the Master of Theology degrees.

We returned to the states about the time
Thomas began serving as pastor of a
Chinese church. Eighteen years later
while serving at the Foreign Mission
Board | received a Christmas card from
Thomas. In his Chinese English he
wrote, “There is an honorable thing that |
wish for you to know. | was elected this
fall as President of the Taiwan Baptist
Convention.” A few months later a cou-
ple of our friends from Second Baptist
Church in Richmond, Virginia went on a
volunteer mission trip to Taiwan. When
they returned they told us that they
served with a wonderful, wise and hum-
ble Chinese pastor during their weeks in
Taiwan. It was not until the closing ban-
guet that they learned that he was Presi-
dent of the Convention and our good
friend, Thomas Sywen.

What a privilege to walk beside Thomas
during a formative period of his life. If |
had known then what | know now, |
would have tried to be a better mentor.
Remember, we serve God by serving
others.

Harlan Spurgeon, Interim Pastor
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Noah Campbell, Associate Pastor

% s we enter the summer we note

that the usual bustle of Third's
Wednesday night ministries has
slowed in pace. The tutoring program
is in recess and the children and
youth of Third who normally bring en-
ergy and enthusiasm to the church
halls are occupied with off-site events,
projects and camps.

However, the Wednesday night adult
Bible study and prayer meeting con-
tinues without diminished commit-
ment. We continue to explore together
Paul's letter to the churches in Asia
Minor known as the Letter to the
Ephesians—-also called the “Queen
of All the Epistles.”

We meet in Fellowship Hall for a
fellowship meal between 5:00 and
5:50pm. Bible study and prayer meet-
ing begins between 5:50 and 6:00pm
in Fellowship Hall.

Minister Limbaugh and Glenn Slates
or Joe Gore lead the congregants in
a fun run of Happy Birthday to those
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celebrating their special day and we
sing a selection or two from the body
of great Baptist and Protestant
hymns. We then read in response a
passage or combination of verses
from the Bible before focusing our
minds upon a devotional theme or
meditation through personal testi-
mony.

After this time of song and testimony,
we join our hearts in prayer. We pray
for members and friends of Third who
are in the hospital. We pray for the ill
and recovering at home. We pray for
needs in our community and we pray
for our elected leaders and for our
brothers and sisters in Christ who are
serving at home and abroad.

After prayer, we devote ourselves to
the study of scripture.

This is a wonderful and sacred time
in the life of the Baptist church. | pray
that you will make this meeting a
priority in your life. And for those who
sing, the Chancel Choir meets in the

Leslie Limbaugh, Minister of Discipleship and Outreach

aving completed 40 Days of

Purpose, | am thankful for the
Opportunity to continue serving
among you. It is exciting to be in the
midst of a church alive with God's
work!

As temporary Minister of Discipleship
and Outreach, the personnel commit-
tee has provided a rather broad job
description, but with a few things to
focus on. Here are some of the things
| intend to help the church consider.

Outreach: How can we make our
church more visible and inviting?
Through 40 Days we raised funds to
place ads at the Chase Park Plaza
movie cinema and on Metro busses.
Are there other advertisements we
should pursue? The bright banners
we hung at the corners of the building
drew some attention. What should the
next banners say? The Outreach
Team has access to names and ad-
dresses of new neighbors and devel-
oped a nice promotional piece. What

kinds of events can we host that
would appeal to our neighbors? Con-
certs, films, lectures, Vacation Bible
School? How do we build an attitude
of welcome and grow into regularly
inviting people to join us?

Small Groups: What did we learn
from our experience this spring? Are
we developing true fellowship, build-
ing relationships, creating connec-
tions that enable people to live out
God's purposes for them? How are
other urban churches involved in
small group ministries? Are there lit-
erature and structures available that
would be appropriate for Third Baptist
Church?

College Students: How can we
reach out to our collegiate neighbors?
Tens of thousands of students just a
few blocks or MetroLink stops away.
How can we advertise on several
campuses? What are students look-
ing for that we might be able to pro-
vide?

choir room for rehearsal immediately
following the Wednesday night ser-
vice. See you Sunday!

Special Note: | hope that you've al-
ready reserved the afternoon of July
3, 2005, but if you have not, here's a
gentle reminder:

Church Picnic and Organ Recital
Sunday, July 3, 2005

Church picnic is scheduled for Fel-
lowship and Johnson Halls and will
follow morning worship service.
Strauss Park is reserved for play
and, if you so chose, outdoor eat-
ing. (We did NOT request that the
city close Washington Avenue to
facilitate parking for the afternoon
organ recital.)

The organ recital is scheduled for
2:00pm in the sanctuary, featuring
our organist Brent Johnson. Brent
started his tenure at Third early in
2005 and has proven a welcome
addition to the church’s music min-
istry.

| continue to pray that Third Baptist
Church—as individual members and
as the body of Christ at Grand &
Washington—will seek God’'s pur-
poses and choose to live them.

Hey! Are you a single female
between 25 and 35 and interested
in “hanging” with some other
women? Do you enjoy games and
laughter? Have we got an event for
you! Friday, July 22, 2005 we are
having a Girls Night In. Allie Hamil-
ton has opened her home at 7015
Roberts Court in University City,
MO 63130. Doors open at 5:00pm
and the fun shall begin at 6:00pm.

Please contact Leslie Limbaugh
(314-533-7340 llimbaugh@third-
baptist.org) or Allie Hamilton (314-
497-2683 or alliekattt@charter.net)
for more information.
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Vicki Swyers, Minister to Youth and Children

01.

his year’s Vacation Bible School

reinforces the biblical truth that
we are all dwellings in which God
lives by His Spirit—a spiritual “House
of Faith.”

Just like a physical home, a spiritual
House of Faith must be built with
special attention given to different
parts. Our VBS experiences will take
the children through the process of
building a physical home as a way of
illustrating the building and maintain-
ing of a spiritual dwelling for God.
The process begins with the founda-
tion (being set apart to God), the
walls (strength and support from Bi-
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Pastor Search Committee

ur call to the one who will serve

as our new Senior Pastor is
getting closer. Your search commit-
tee has been purposefully deliberate;
touching all bases in its work. We
began last fall preparing for our
search by refreshing our understand-
ing of the qualities we seek in our
pastor and the description of our
church that we would send to those
who express interest in serving us.

We planned and executed our strat-
egy to inform the various Baptist
communities of the opportunity here,
and we were much pleased with the
high number and excellent quality of
responses. We listened to recordings
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Betty Swyers, Parish Nurse

Make me hear joy and gladness. Let the bones which you have broken rejoice.

wo medications commonly used

to treat high blood pressure and
heart disease may also improve bone
health. A study appearing in the Sept.
15, 2004, issue of the Journal of the
American Medical Association found
that long-term use of beta blockers

and thiazide diuretics significantly

lowered the risk of bone frac-
tures. The study looked at more than
150,000 heart patients in the United
Kingdom. They were men and

women between 30 and 79 years of
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ble study), the roof (covering and
protection of prayer), furnishings (the
importance of Godly friends), and
regular upkeep (obedience and faith-
ful living). Events from the life of
Daniel and his friends are used as
examples of how they put these prin-
ciples into practice in their own lives.

Our setting will reinforce the con-
struction theme. This year, we're tak-
ing VBS “on the road"—actually just a
couple of blocks!—to the new Blue-
meyer/Hope VI apartments on Del-
mar. Much of that development has
been completed, but construction
continues at the site, offering great

of worship services and sermons and
interviewed by phone those whose
credentials would best serve our mis-
sion.

Narrowing our consideration to a se-
lect few finalists, committee members
traveled to their current communities,
met with them socially, and experi-
enced their worship services. We
then brought them here to St. Louis,
led them on a tour of our church and
community, and explored with them
at great length and in much detail the
degree to which they may be called
by God to serve His purposes with
our congregation.
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age. Among those taking a beta
blocker for six months or longer,
there was a 23 percent reduction in
fracture risk, compared with those not
taking a beta blocker. Among those
taking both a beta blocker and a thi-
azide diuretic, fracture risk dropped
29 percent. Mayo Clinic physicians
say additional study is needed to
clarify the role of beta blockers and
thiazide diuretics for the prevention
and treatment of osteoporosis. They
note that these drugs shouldn® be

Psalm 51:8

illustrations for our theme. Through
VBS, we hope to reach out to new
families and children and begin to
build (there’s that word again!) new
relationships in Christ.

Volunteers will gather at the church
at 5:15 p.m. for dinner and prayer,
with VBS from 6:30-8 p.m. Will you
pray for this effort? Will you pray
about whether you can play a role?

We are claiming God’s promise in
Ephesians 2:22: “And in Him you too
are being built together to become a
dwelling in which God lives by His
Spirit.”

Who will be our new Senior Pastor?
Your search committee has a sense
of excitement. Our new pastor will
have education and experience, a
passion for urban ministry, dedication
to diverse and meaningful worship,
and a strong sense of service that
this position requires. As our congre-
gation is filled with excited anticipa-
tion of the growth of Third Baptist
Church in its service to God, all of us
will join in calling a Senior Pastor with
the energy and talent to lead us in
that growth.

And our recommendation to you of
the one who will serve us is closer at
hand. Please continue your prayers.

prescribed for that purpose alone,
but, if you are to take blood pressure
medication, the status of your bone
health may be one consideration to
discuss with your doctor. Both drugs
are widely used to manage cardio-
vascular health and are available in
generic form.

Copyright Mayo Foundation for Medical
Education and Research. All rights re-
served. Used with permission from the
Mayo Clinic Health Letter newsletter. For
subscription information call 800-333-9037.



The ladies’ room on the ground
floor has been redecorated!
Please stop in and notice the
new wallpaper, up-to-date stalls,
sink fixtures, mirrors and lighting.
Funding for this much-needed
improvement was provided by
various undesignated memorial
gifts. Thank you to Melissa
Sasser and Valdeen Slates for
their assistance with selecting
colors and fixtures.

Ruth Sherwin® name was inad-
vertently omitted from
the June list of helpers during
the 40 Days of Purpose Bible
study. Thank you, Ruth, for lead-
ing the Wednesday night discus-
sion group!

Pledged and Un-pledged
Unified Budget Contributions
as of May, 2005

Received $ 37,784
Budgeted $ 45,306
Under $ -7,523
This Year
Received $ 229,153
Budgeted $ 244,358
Under $ -15,206

Articles for the next issue of Third Base
are due July 10. Please submit your
article with your name to the church
office or e-mail it to Frieda Clark:
fclark@third-baptist.org.

Flower dates are still available to help
beautify the Sanctuary. You can take
them home with you after worship on the
Sunday you have reserved.
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Pat Handy, Chairperson, Senior Adult Ministry

back and there are two main items

) ello, did you miss me? Well, I&n
want to tell you about.

1. Fellowship Hall/Pot Luck (bring sum-
mer salads and desserts), 11am to 1pm
on Thursday, August 18". Karen Faszold
will lead us in celebrating the summer
and fall seasons. We can look forward to
an hour of singing, learning new things,
all wrapped up in a worshipful experi-
ence. Friends are always welcome.

2. Did you know the AAA has developed
a test called Roadwise Review™ A Tool
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e are pleased to report that

we have received the latest book,
1776, by David McCullough donated
by Bob and Ann Fischer. Based on ex-
tensive research in both American and
British archives, 1776 is a powerful
drama written with extraordinary narra-
tive vitality. It is the story of Americans
in the ranks, men of every shape, size,
and color, farmers, school teachers,
shoemakers, no-accounts, and mere
boys turned soldiers. And it is the story
of the King’s men, the British com-
mander, William Howe, and his highly
disciplined redcoats who looked on
their rebel foes with contempt and fought
with a valor too little known.

Doing Business by the Good Book by
David Steward. Steward is founder and

to Help Seniors Drive Safely Longer.
According to the AAA, the interactive
computer based test (available on CD-
ROM) is designed to help seniors decide
for themselves, or with their family, if
they are capable of driving safely. The
abilities tested in Roadwise Review in-
clude: leg strength and general mobility,
head/neck flexibility, high and low-
contrast visual acuity, working memory,
visualization of missing information, vis-
ual search, and useful field of view.

CEO of World Wide Technology, Inc.,
identified by Black Enterprise as the na-
tion’s largest African American-owned
company. He also serves as the co-
chairman of the United Way in St. Louis.
Starting on a shoestring in 1990, he built
his business based on principles from
the scriptures. Dedicated to serving oth-
ers, he conducts a Sunday school class
for businesspeople to help them focus
on how to work together, how to suc-
ceed in today’'s highly competitive mar-
ketplace, and how to do it honestly and
righteously. He found all of his material
in the Bible, both Old and New Testa-
ments. An indispensable volume that
shows how to succeed in business by
using the Bible and its lessons as a
source of inspiration and guidance.

On Mother’s Day, Sunday,
May 8, a segment of our
worship hour included a
Baby Dedication service.
Mark and Bonnie (Vohsen)
Hulett presented their
daughter Addison Louise,
and Ron and Kimberly
Vohsen presented their
daughter Alexis Kathryn.

Both are granddaughters
of Ron and Connie Voh-
sen.

Pictured are (L-R) Rev. Noah Campbell, Addison, Mark
and Bonnie Hulett, Alexis, Ron and Kimberly Vohsen.
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...we appreciate very much, your special prayers for our
granddaughter, Kristin Londeen, and her infant son Hay-
den. Both are now doing well, as is proud father, Rev.
Les. Through the years our church family has been very
close and meaningful to us Thank you and God bless
you. Art and Mary Beth Garwood

...everyone for prayers, visits, cards, telephone calls.
Thanks for transportation when | needed it. Thanks so
much for all the transportation given Ruby. We appreciate
it so much. Thanks for all your concern. You are a won-
derful group. Erma Rinaman

...so much for the floral piece, all the cards, calls, prayers
and your presence at mother’s service. It meant a lot to
all the family. Noel Berryman

...Carol Flint, Marilee Amendola, family and friends of
their mother Wilma Crain who passed away May 30 in
Redmond, Washington. Wilma and her late husband Ned
joined TBC in 1934 and were members of the Homebuild-
ers Sunday school class.

...Doris Waltz, family and friends of Allen Waltz who
passed away June 1. Allen and Doris were active mem-
bers of the Wiley Thorne Sunday school class. Allen also
served on the board of Trustees and as a Deacon.

...to Donna McDill, family and friends of her mother,
Ruby McDill who passed away June 16.

...Mr. Terrance Hackney who comes by baptism.

...Mrs. Ollie M. Smith who comes by Christian experi-
ence and former baptism, mother of Mary Lynom.

Both participated in 40 Days of Purpose.
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Koinonia Korner. Have you visited the newly decorated
Koinonia Korner in the Fellowship Hall? The Trustees
have used special designated funds to provide a com-
fortable coffee shop atmosphere: a place where we
share donuts and conversation, where we discover
common prayers and goals, and where we build rela-
tionships and create true fellowship...koinonia (koi no
nee uh) [Greek ] that which is common or mu-
tually shared, fellowship, participation, partnership, a
close mutual relationship.

Peanut Butter
Jelly or Honey
Crackers
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Thank You For Your Contribution!
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