
Dr. Spurgeon’s  
Messages for   
January, 2005 

January 2 
The Irreparable Past… 
The Available Future  

Mark 14:32-42  

January 9 
The Attitudes of an  
Effective Witness  
Romans 1:14-16  

January 16 
Who Needs God?  
Romans 1:18-25,  

Psalms 14:1  

January 23 
Pleasing to God 
Romans 12:1-2  

January 30 
Joseph: Living for God 

When Your World Falls In  
Genesis 50:15-21 
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� �he arrival of another year is a good 
time to reflect upon one of the 

most powerful motivations each of us 
can have. We are reminded that calen-
dar pages continue to turn, and that 
time is one of the most valuable gifts 
this life offers. For each one of us, time 
should be exceedingly valuable, for we 
have so little of it and time is so uncer-
tain. 

More than fifty years ago I happened 
upon a book of Lord Supper medita-
tions written by a young pastor. I no 
longer have the book, nor do I even 
remember his name. In one of the 
meditations he talked about time. He 
said that it was a good thing that our 
lives here on earth are 
limited to a few decades, 
otherwise we would not 
consider time important 
and would put off doing 
the important things. 

He compared our lives  
to the cylinders of an  
engine. The reason such 
cylinders and pistons are 
small is in order that the 
explosion is contained in 
a small space, creating 
power to move the auto-
mobile. Likewise, our 
lives are contained in a 
relatively brief time, moti-
vating and empowering 
us to get on with the im-
portant things. I recall 
that the young author was dying of leu-
kemia. This young pastor’s testimony 
has had a powerful impact on my life. 
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Dr. Harlan Spurgeon, Interim Pastor 

What is it that you need to get on with 
in this new year? Do you need to invest 
more time in your family? Have you 
been putting off your need to grow in 
Christian discipleship, becoming more 
conformed to the likeness of Christ? Is 
this the year when you should get seri-
ous about Christian stewardship? Has 
God laid something on your heart and 
you have not gotten around to it? Time 
is fleeting. 

A famous philosopher of yesteryear 
told the story of a flock of geese that 
made a stop on its way south. One 
goose decided to stay on the beautiful 
lake where they had stopped and rejoin 
the flock when they returned north in 

the spring. When the 
flock passed over in the 
spring, the goose rose 
to join them but then 
decided to stay until the 
fall. The following fall 
the goose looked long-
ingly at the flock as 
they honked their way 
over in passing but did 
not attempt to fly. But 
soon, the goose had 
grown fat and old and 
no longer even turned 
its head to watch as the 
others made their way 
over head. 

Many of us have heard 
the Lord urging us on to 
better things. Now is 

the time to flap our spiritual wings and 
get on with it!  

Minister ial  Staf f  
Dr. Harlan Spurgeon 

Interim Pastor 

Noah Campbell 
Associate Pastor 

Vicki Swyers 
Minister to Children and Youth 

Dr. Ladd Faszold 
Interim Music Minister 

Have a Happy and productive New Year! 
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� �n behalf of the WMS and 
Global Missions teams, thank 

you from the bottom of our hearts for 
the generosity you’ve shown towards 
missions and missionaries during 
this past year. When the Baptist 
World Alliance’s very existence was 
threatened by the SBC’s decision to 
withhold needed funds, you stepped 
up to the task by supporting a spe-
cial offering held on their behalf. You 
responded to the cries of hunger 
here in St. Louis and abroad with 
your prayers and your generous con-
tributions toward the special Easter 
Offering for Hunger Relief. When our 
missionary brothers and sisters in 
Haiti needed help to fight the devas-
tation of the hurricanes, you were 
there with donations of money and 
clothing. The call to support the dis-
tribution of Christmas gifts and food 
to the needy was met with record 
response and, as a result, many of 
the area’s neediest families were 
blessed. And you responded to the 

special missions offering that will be 
used directly to support missions and 
missionaries here and abroad. 

What’s in store for 2005? We’re ac-
tively seeking specific projects, both 
local and abroad, which especially 
need our support this year. We’ll be 
telling you about them as we find out 
more details. We’re excited about 
the possibilities of helping those who 
serve God as missionaries and we 
hope you are, too! Happy New Year, 
brothers and sisters, and May God 
especially bless you this year.  

Once aga in , 
thank you so 
much for your 
undying support 
for those doing 
the essential 
work of spread-
ing the Good 
News to those 
whom have not 
heard. 
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Steve Gray, Global Missions 

The announcement was made by 
Moderator Ed Parham at the quar-
terly meeting, Sunday, December 
12, 2004. Those in attendance 
showed visible signs of support for 
the Council’s decision. When asked 
to comment, Paul Alan Sasser said, 
“This is the perfect Christmas gift for 
Pop.” 

We hope you will continue to support 
the church’s ministry to those in 
need by regularly contributing to the 
Paul Sasser Relief Fund.  (Please 
note: we will continue to collect con-
tributions via the blue envelopes in 
the envelope mailed to your home. 
The blue envelopes allow the giver 
to specify Relief Fund. For those 
who wish to contribute using the ge-
neric white envelopes available in 
the pews, please specify Paul 
Sasser Relief Fund on the face of 
the envelope. Thank you for your 
assistance in the important ministry 
of Third Baptist Church.)  

� �ike Jesus, Father Paul (as he 
was known by many on the 

streets of St. Louis) never met a 
stranger.   

Like Jesus, Father Paul never dis-
missed the dispossessed; he never 
shunned the shelter-less; he never 
ignored the impoverished.   

Like Jesus, Father Paul was never 
content to merely assist, but instead 
insisted on truly getting to know a 
person. He went beyond the canons 
of benevolence, beyond superficial 
acts of kindness. Father Paul didn’t 
stop until he touched your heart, and 
there he would stay, like Jesus, 
close to your soul.  

In honor of dearly departed Paul 
Sasser and his untiring devotion of 
Christian mercy to the hungry and 
the poor on the streets of St. Louis, 
the Church Council approved renam-
ing relief assistance monies for  
the Paul Sasser Relief Fund.  

Johnson Hall Committee  
Unveiled at Quarterly Meeting 

The initiative to reinvigorate John-
son Hall is officially underway. 
Gathering under the banner of  
Johnson Hall Renovation and Use 
Committee (JHRUC), the more 
than 25 Third Church members 
who have volunteered to join the 
effort are excited about the possi-
bilities of bringing Johnson Hall into 
the 21st Century.   

Together, JHRUC and the Church 
Council plan to explore the feasibil-
ity and cost of upgrading the hall’s 
sound technology and also the 
plausibility of introducing the latest 
in digital production capabilities. 
We hope to use the space for out-
reach, evangelism and fellowship.   

For a full copy of the JHRUC  
Purpose Statement, Objectives and 
Goals, send Noah an e-mail  
at dncampbell@third-baptist.org or 
call during normal office hours.  
It’s not too late to get involved! 

“ ENCOURAGING THE HEART”   
of many through your mission 

contributions 

Thank you so much for your  
contributions of $5,388 (as of  
December 14, 2004) to the 2004 
World Missions offering.  

Although we set goals, your contri-
butions are welcome and mission 
campaigns continue periodically 
throughout the new year.  

May God richly bless you for your 
generous gifts that will help spread 
the Good News of salvation through 
Jesus Christ.  

And not only as we had hoped, but 
they first gave themselves to the 
Lord, and then to us by the will  
of God  II Corinthians 8:5   
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Noah Campbell, Associate Pastor 
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Therefore I am well content with weakness, with distresses, with persecutions, with difficulties for 
    Christ's sake; for when I am weak, then I am strong.            II Corinthians 12:10  

� �ental wellness means thinking 
and feeling positive about your-

self. For sickness and for health, 
what you think has some influence on 
your health and well-being.  Medical 
science is making remarkable  
discoveries about how expectations, 
emotions, and thoughts affect our 
health.  Researchers have found that 
one function of the brain is to pro-
duce substances that can im-
prove your health. Your brain can 
create natural painkillers called  
endorphins, gamma globulin for forti-
fying your immune system, and inter-
feron for combating infections, vi-
ruses, and even cancer. Your im-
mune system©s ability to heal the 
body is linked to your state of mind 

and your state of mental wellness. 
Your level of optimism and your 
expectations of what could happen 
can affect what goes on inside your 
whole body. Those with positive 
attitudes are generally health-
ier. Optimism is a resource for heal-
ing! Optimists are more likely to 
overcome pain and adversity in 
their efforts to improve their medical 
outcome. The following are 
ways to boost your immune 
system, therefore enjoying 
a healthier you. Create 
positive expectations for 
health and healing. Focus-
ing on the positive rather 
than the negative can im-
prove your immune sys-

tem. Open yourself to humor, friend-
ship and love. These positive emo-
tions will strengthen your immune 
system. Finally appeal to the God 
who loves you very much. Ask for 
support in your pursuit of healing and 
health.  Faith, prayer, and spiritual 
beliefs can play an important role in 
recovering from illness and leading a 
healthier life. 

Finally, brethren, rejoice, be 
made complete, be comforted, 
be like-minded, live in peace; 
and the God of love and peace 
shall be with you.  II Corin-
thians 13:11.  

   Betty Swyers, Parish Nurse  

initiative because it offers a conven-
ient place for tutors to volunteer, as 
many of them work nearby. It is also 
within 10 minutes of the homes of 
many children in the city who need 
of these reading services. The pro-
gram has been progressing well, 
and we have added five students to 
the original three with whom we be-
gan. Third Baptist is the first YRead 
site in which multiple students and 
tutors meet together on the same 
days at the same time. All other 
YRead tutoring is done at libraries 
and is done individually to accom-
modate schedules and location 
preferences. Because the tutors at 
Third see each other twice every 
week, it is easy for them to share 
their enthusiasm, help each other 
with new ideas, and celebrate stu-
dent progress.    

Here is the observation of one tutor, 
Sherry Hartmann, who describes 
how YRead tutoring has helped her 
student and brought her great satis-
faction:  
The student I tutor has greatly 
benefited from the YRead program. 
So that you can best understand the 
incredible progress he’s made, let 
me illustrate through example 
where his reading level was nearly 
a year ago when he started the pro-

� � year has passed since the 
YMCA©s YRead program began 

meeting on Monday and Thursday 
evenings at Third Baptist. Former 
Children©s Director, Linda Bryan, was 
instrumental in initiating this partner-
ship. A grant from the Lutheran Foun-
dation of St. Louis has paid for van 
transportation to the program for 
three of our children from Third. The 
YMCA pays for the cost of keeping 
the building open and other related 
expenses. Tom Frillman, director of 
literacy programs at the YMCA, 
hopes to have as many as 20 tu-
tors at Third by the end of 2005.    

Here©s an update from Tom: 
The YMCA YRead Program 
is provides help for elementary-age 
children, primarily in the city of St. 
Louis. The tutors meet twice weekly 
with their student for about a year. 
Each student is assessed by a quali-
fied YRead tester to determine the 
student’s reading level, specific 
strengths and weaknesses,  and to 
provide each tutor with appropriate 
curriculum and guidance. At the end 
of 12 months of tutoring, another as-
sessment is done to measure each 
student’s progress, and to determine 
whether further tutoring is needed.   

The Third Baptist site is an important 
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Vicki Swyers, Minister to Children and Youth 

gram, and where his reading level is 
to date. 

He began the program with difficulty 
reading a book very similar to Buzz 
Buzz Buzz. The book in its entirety is:  
“Ruby picks some grass. Jane takes 
the grass. Rudy picks some clover. 
Jane takes the clover. Ruby picks a 
flower. The flower has a BEE. Jane 
sees the bee. Jane runs away.” 

Yesterday, with very little difficulty, he 
read more than half of a book titled 
Nova’s Ark.   One page from that 
book is as follows:  “The Space Cen-
ter was the most glorious place Nova 
had ever seen. It was miles high and 
miles across. Everywhere Nova 
looked, strange and beautiful ships 
took off to exotic worlds. As the high-
light of the tour, each child was al-
lowed to sit behind the console of a 
real Glax Cruiser. When it was Nova’s 
turn, his teacher, Mrs. Vettik, laughed, 
“That’s the proper place for you, 
Nova. Someday you’ll fly into space 
like your father. Exploration is in your 
wiring!” 

Third Baptist is grateful for tutors like 
Sherry (and our own Evelyn Kurtz 
and SLU student Evan Krauss) and 
for the YMCA’s leadership here. We 
look forward to many blessings from 
YRead in 2005! 



Beautifully Painted Words 

If words could paint a picture,  
What artists we would be 

For words flow freely from our 
tongues And scatter abundantly! 

But would all our pictures 
Be ones we’d like to claim? 

To each and every picture  
Would we like to sign our name? 

Sometimes we blurt out awful things 
We haven’t given any thought. 

And how often do our listeners hear  
Words they never, never sought. 

There are those word paintings 
That bring so much distress. 

They wound, they harm, they hurt,  
And mostly cause duress. 

 How different are those pictures  
That make the spirits sing! 

Joy, comfort, love and hope  
They to their viewers bring? 

 So on life’s blank canvas 
What will you paint today? 

Will others want to linger, 
Or will viewers be driven away?  

  Phyllis Playl   
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Please submit your poems, thoughts and creative writings. The editors 
of Third Base reserve the right to edit submissions for length and 
content. The views and perspectives expressed in Poems, Prayers and 
Reflections are the author©s views and do not necessarily reflect 
the opinions or convictions of Third Baptist membership  or ministers.  

� � � �
Tuesday, January 4th 

 9:45 am Exec. Meeting 
 10:30 am Mission Program 

Judy Parham reports 
on her mission trip to 
Uganda 

 12 Noon Luncheon 

Tuesday, January 18th 
 10:00 am Circle Meetings 
 11:00 am Bible Study of the  
   Holy Land 
 12 Noon Luncheon 

Mission Projects 
Meet 2nd and 4th Tuesdays from 
9am-noon in Room 2. 

Help us beautify the Sanctuary. Flower 
dates available for 2005 can be seen 
posted on bulletin boards around the 
building. Let Frieda Clark know (314-
533-7340) which Sunday you would like 
to reserve flowers for the Sanctuary.  

—————— 
Articles for the February issue of the 
Third Base are due January 9. Please 
submit your article with your name to  
the church office or by e-mail to  
Frieda Clark: fclark@third-baptist.org. 
 Thank you! 

Pledged and Un-pledged  
Unified Budget Contributions 

 as of November, 2004 
Received $ 33,863 
Budgeted $ 41,127 
Over  -$ 7,264 

This Year 
Received $ 510,736 
Budgeted $ 610,305 
Under -$ 99,570 
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� �or 2004 I wish to thank my commit-
tee, Lydia Newport and Verlee 

Mannle. We had some interesting pro-
grams despite the fact that we commit-
tee members have sustained injuries, 
some of which keep us on the sidelines 
still. Margaret Warmann kept our bul-
letin board up to date and made timely 
announcements for the elevators and 
the church staff helped us beyond their 
usual help. Thank you one and all. 

To date we have not met to plan the 
coming year, however we have several 
plans on the fire. In February Fawn’s 
Story will be told by Susan W. Burney 
with Support Dogs, Inc. We are hoping 
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Pat Handy, S.A.M. (Senior Adult Ministry) Coordinator 

� �n this season of anticipation our 
longings are sharpened for God to 

be with us. Part of that longing this year 
at Third is a longing for a senior pastor 
to come and be part of our spiritual 
family. The search committee is work-
ing to help that arrival come as quickly 
as possible. 

Listening to the church through inter-
views and conversations we have writ-
ten a description of what we as a 
church look for in a pastor. This senior 
pastor profile is sent with a description 
of the church to those who respond to 
our call into the wider Baptist commu-
nity. We are sending our appeal for a 
pastor through several channels. We 
have advertised in Christian periodi-
cals. We are also contacting people 
across the country that have positions 
in Baptist organizations and institutions 
to  ask  for  recommendat ions .  
Dr Spurgeon has been especially help-
ful in providing names of people to con-
tact. 

Names and inquiries are coming in. We 
ask for your prayers as we sift through 
these, listening for the leadership of the 
Holy Spirit. Pray that God will bless our 
efforts and send us a pastor to lead us 
in working for His kingdom. Pray that 
the hearts of all at Third will be pre-
pared to accept, to love and join in 
work when the new pastor arrives. 

' � � �� 
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Pastor Search Committee 

to coordinate with Karen Faszold to 
musically welcome in the spring and 
summer at our May meeting. We are 
looking forward to working together 
with the other ministries and the church 
council. 

Last month I started a group of articles 
with tips for creating and continuing 
meaningful communication with your 
primary care physician and the various 
specialists we all seem to accumulate. 
Next time we will consider what to do 
when none of the doctors call back to 
explain the results of tests they sched-
uled us to take. 



S
u

n
d

a
y

 
M

o
n

d
a

y
 

T
u

e
s

d
a

y
 

W
e

d
n

e
s

d
a

y
 

T
h

u
rs

d
a

y
 

F
ri

d
a

y
 

S
a

tu
rd

a
y

 

 
 

 
31

 D
ec

em
be

r 
20

04
 

F
ir

s
t 

N
ig

h
t 

 
   

   
   

C
e

le
b

ra
ti

o
n

 

1 
Ja

n
u

ar
y,

 2
00

5 
N

e
w

 Y
e

a
rs

 D
a

y
! 

 

2 
 

9:
30

am
 S

un
da

y 
S

ch
oo

l 
10

:4
0 

W
or

sh
ip

 w
/L

or
d’

s 
 

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

S
up

pe
r 

3 
 

C
h

u
rc

h
 O

ff
ic

es
 C

lo
se

d
 

4 
 

9:
45

am
 W

M
S

-E
xe

c 
M

tg
 

10
:3

0 
   

W
M

S
-P

ro
gr

am
 

12
no

on
 W

M
S

-L
un

ch
eo

n 

5 
 

9:
00

am
 F

rie
nd

sh
ip

 In
tl.

 
5:

00
pm

 W
ed

ne
sd

ay
  

   
   

   
   

   
S

ch
ed

ul
e 

6   
7  

8  

9 9:
30

am
 S

un
da

y 
S

ch
oo

l 
10

:4
0 

W
or

sh
ip

 
   T

h
ir

d
 B

as
e 

D
ea

d
lin

e 
 

10
 

10
:0

0a
m

  S
ta

ff 
M

tg
. 

 

11
 

9:
00

am
  W

M
S

-P
ro

je
ct

s 
12

:0
0 

 W
M

S
-lu

nc
h 

 

12
 

9:
00

am
 F

rie
nd

sh
ip

 In
tl.

 
5:

00
pm

 W
ed

ne
sd

ay
  

   
   

   
   

   
S

ch
ed

ul
e 

  

13
 

10
:3

0a
m

 C
ra

ck
 P

ot
s 

 

14
 

 
15

 

16
 

9:
30

am
 S

un
da

y 
S

ch
oo

l 
10

:4
0 

W
or

sh
ip

  
    

17
 M

ar
tin

 L
ut

he
r K

in
g 

D
ay

 

 C
h

u
rc

h
 O

ff
ic

es
 C

lo
se

d
 

18
 

9:
00

am
  W

M
S

-C
irc

le
 

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

 M
tg

s 
10

:3
0 

 W
M

S
-B

ib
le

 S
tu

dy
 

12
no

on
 W

M
S

-L
un

ch
eo

n 
 

19
 

9:
00

am
 F

rie
nd

sh
ip

 In
tl.

 
5:

00
pm

 W
ed

ne
sd

ay
  

   
   

   
   

   
S

ch
ed

ul
e 

  

19
 

 
 

20
  

 
21

  

23
 

9:
30

am
 S

un
da

y 
S

ch
oo

l 
10

:4
0 

W
or

sh
ip

  
12

no
on

 C
of

fe
e 

F
el

lo
w

-
sh

ip
 

   
   

   
   

   

24
 

10
:0

0a
m

  S
ta

ff 
M

tg
. 

25
 

10
:0

0a
m

  W
M

S
-P

ro
je

ct
s 

12
:0

0 
 W

M
S

-lu
nc

h 
   

26
 

9:
00

am
 F

rie
nd

sh
ip

 In
tl.

 
5:

00
pm

 W
ed

ne
sd

ay
  

   
   

   
   

   
S

ch
ed

ul
e 

T
ut

or
in

g 
R

es
um

es
 

 
 

27
 

10
:0

0a
m

 F
oo

d 
P

an
tr

y 
10

:3
0a

m
 C

ra
ck

 P
ot

s 
   

   
   

   
   

  C
er

am
ic

s  

28
 

29
 

9:
00

am
 C

hu
rc

h 
C

ou
nc

il 
 

   
   

   
   

   
 M

tg
.  

30
 

9:
30

am
 S

un
da

y 
S

ch
oo

l 
10

:4
0 

W
or

sh
ip

  

31
 

10
:0

0a
m

  S
ta

ff 
M

tg
. 

 
 

 
 

 

�

�

�

��

��
��

� 

W
E

D
N

E
S

D
A

Y
 S

C
H

E
D

U
LE

 
9a

m
 F

rie
nd

sh
ip

 In
te

rn
at

io
na

l 
4:

30
pm

 C
om

m
un

ity
 N

ig
ht

 
5:

00
 L

ib
ra

ry
 o

pe
n 

5:
15

pm
 F

el
lo

w
sh

ip
 D

in
ne

r 
6:

00
 B

ib
le

 S
tu

dy
, C

hi
ld

re
n’

s 
C

ho
ir,

 N
ew

 L
ife

 C
lu

b,
  

(P
re

-S
ch

oo
l-G

r.
 6

),
 Y

ou
th

 B
ib

le
 s

tu
dy

 (
gr

ad
es

 7
-1

2)
 

7:
00

 C
ha

nc
el

 C
ho

ir,
 Y

ou
th

 R
ec

re
at

io
n 

 

S
U

N
D

A
Y

 S
C

H
E

D
U

LE
 

9a
m

 P
ra

ye
r 

   
   

  L
ib

ra
ry

 O
pe

n 
9:

30
 S

un
da

y 
S

ch
oo

l 
10

:4
0 

W
or

sh
ip

  



THIRD BAPTIST CHURCH 
620 N. Grand Blvd. 
St. Louis, MO  63103 
(314) 533-7340 
FAX (314) 533-2926 
http://www.third-baptist.org 
 

Return Service Requested 

DATED MATERIAL 

� � � � ) �%� � * �
…everyone for all the cards, visits and telephone calls. 
Most of all, my appreciation for all the prayers on my be-
half. The prayers were the most important and deeply 
appreciated. I’m a strong believer in prayer and fully be-
lieve that these are what gave me comfort, kept me calm 
and encouraged me to work hard to get back to normal. 
Can’t wait to get back to church and see all of you! 
  Love you all, Doris Pribble 

…to my TBC family for all their cards, prayers and calls 
during my recuperation.  Don Coplen 

…to WMS, Donna McDill, and the Mission Project Team 
for making a difference and sharing a little food news with 
some college students in our neighborhood. Jared, a 
Wash. U. student, was so excited when he received the 
exam care package of snacks and toys. “O, Leslie,” he 
said. “These are the coolest! This stuff rocks!” Aaron, at 
U. M. Rolla, said “Those snacks arrived just in time!” 
 TBC College Students and Washington University BSU 

…for making a gift of pianos to City Academy. The pur-
chase of instruments is not included in our operating 
budget, and the Third Baptist Church’s generosity is most 
appreciated and directly benefits City Academy’s stu-
dents…We are so excited to see our students begin to 
use our new instruments.  City Academy School 

� � � � � 	 
 � � � � � �
Spaghetti Sauce/Meat (canned only)  
Spaghetti-16 oz package 
Green Beans 
Peaches 
Powdered Milk (3qt. Box or 1qt. Pkg. ONLY) 

Thank You For Your Contribution! 
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…to my TBC family for all their prayers, cards and visits 
during my recent hospitalization and on-going recupera-
tion. Your loving support is a true blessing and greatly 
appreciated. Virginia Woodside 

…so much for the beautiful plant and the very nice letter 
you wrote. It meant so much to me just to know that my 
church had not forgotten me. Clif and I loved our church 
and loved serving there. We both considered it a high 
honor to serve as Deacons and on the Baptismal Com-
mittee. Also, it was such a joy being members of the 
Friendship Class and hearing Warren Smith teach such 
good lessons. Bobbie Longbottom  

� � � �+%	 � � �� 
� 
 ��� * �
…Bobbie Longbottom, family and friends of her  
husband Clifton Longbottom who passed away No-
vember 20 at the Baptist Home in Ironton, Missouri. Clif 
and Bobbie were baptized at TBC in 1958. They were 
active members in Friendship S.S. Class until they 
moved to Baptist Home. 


