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s some of you know, this past

month, | received the news that
my father, Walter Hoffman, died sud-
denly at the age of 82. | want to thank
the members and friends of Third Bap-
tist, who have expressed care and com-
fort to Lauraand | as we have been
passing through ariver of sorrow.

| a'so want to thank God for
the gift that my Father was to my fam-
ily. One of my regretsisthat he was
not able to make it to St. Louisto visit
our new ministry. He looked forward
to making a personal visit, and | have a
feeling that he would have loved Third
Baptist Church.

My dad’ s death has been asig-
nificant threshold for me. Lifeisradi-
cally atered as the sobering reality of
the death of one’s surviving parent
sinksin. Asmy brother Wendell and |
traveled to Medicine Hat, Alberta with
our families for Dad’s memorial, one
phrase kept emerging into the conver-
sation, that his death signified “the end
of anera”

The erato which my Dad be-
longed, represented a generation of
pastors who ministered in the mid and
late 20th century. They were the
preachers who emerged after WWI,
and served in the pre-mega church era,
largely to small rural congregations.

My Dad was a so one of those
larger-than-life personalities, whose
presence could not be ignored, and
whose impact was deep and lasting.
Indeed, his passing marks an end of a
good erafor me.

But the end of one erasignifies
the beginning of a new one. Psalm 90
begins with “Lord, You have been our
dwelling place through all generations
... fromeverlasting to everlasting You
are God.” | am thankful to be a part of
generations and eras which have loved
and served the Lord. | am grateful for
the spiritual heritage my Dad and Mom
passed on to me. And | am sensing
that as my father’s era has ended, in-
deed another new era of ministry for
me is beginning.

Lauraand | are thrilled to begin
anew era of ministry with Third Bap-
tist, and in 2006 we look forward to
launching into service to this wonder-
ful congregation, within this exciting
city. Our prayer isthat we will remain
obedient to the God of Generations
Whose faithfulness never wavers, era
to era.

Peace to all for 2006,
Pastor Warren Hoffman



Resolve to Attend Sunday School in 2006

Rev. Noah Campbell, Associate Pastor

f al the resolutions you might

make on eve of a new year, none
would compare to aresolution to attend
Sunday School at Third Baptist.

Sunday School—the cornerstone of
Christian education. Thisiswhere we
learn to sing Jesus Loves Me and the
incomparable nature of Jesus’ love.

Sunday School—the seedbed of lasting
fellowship. Nothing comparesin au-
thentic fun to Sunday School outings.

Sunday School—the server of Christian
relationships. Nothing is more sincere
than the prayers of classmates for the
class and for each other.

Sunday School—the source of mission.
The most vibrant church ministries of -
ten stem from spontaneous eruptions of
service commitments by Sunday School
classes.

Are you resolved to participate in Sun-
day School in 2006? Are you resolved
to attend regularly?

If so, start the year right by joining usin
Fellowship Hall on New Y ear’s Day for
aspecia morning of fellowship and
encouragement as we kick-off the Sun-
day School year.

All classes (adult and youth) will meset
in Fellowship Hall. We'll mingle over
coffee and donuts. We'll sing together.
WEe'll pray together for our church, our
teachers, and for all of our Sunday
School classes.

Minister Ledlie Limbaugh will lead us
through a series of events designed to
rekindle our devotion to one another
and to Third' srich history of Sunday
School classes.

Schedule for January 1, 2006
9:00am — Coffee and donuts
9:30am — All adult and youth classes:
2006 Sunday School Kickoff in
Fellowship Hall
10:30am- Dismiss to sanctuary for
morning worship

A New Year, A New Opportunity, A New Song

Ledlie Limbaugh, Minister of Students and Communication

r perhaps some people would
make the headline: What A Y ear
This Has Been!

Either way, | offer my deep apprecia-
tion to Third Baptist Church, the entire
staff, and the executive committee.

Y ou prayed with me and encouraged
me when | needed to resign my previ-
ous employment a year and a half ago.
Y ou gave me temporary part-time work
asthe TBC receptionist for 4 months.

Y ou added me to the full-time ministry
staff to coordinate our 40 Days of Pur-
pose experience. You affirmed my gifts
and service by inviting me to stay on
through the last six months: minister-
ing with college students, helping with
outreach, and being the substitute — the
utility player —in avariety of ministry
roles. Thank you!

Now | look forward to fresh opportuni-
ties to serve God together with you. |
anticipate church members who are
active in personal discipleship, engaged
in ministry with the church, and eager
to tell friends and neighbors about
Third Baptist. | expect increased con-
tact with the college and university stu-
dents nearby and with the growing
neighborhoods like Blumeyer Renais-
sance, Gaslight Square, and the Loft
District.

In this new year, | resonate with the
psalmist (and with one of Pastor War-
ren’sfirst sermons with us): | waited
patiently for the LORD; heinclined to
me and heard my cry. He drew me up
from the desolate pit, out of the miry
clay, and set my feet upon arock. He
put a new song in my mouth, a song of
praiseto our God... Psam 40:1-3

Sunday Evening
Potluck Services

Join us as we continue our
once-a-month Sunday evening
services! Worship will be in
Johnson Hall at 5pm, followed
by a 6pm potluck dinner in
Fellowship Hall.

January 22

Taizé Chant, Silence and
Prayer

February 12
A Service of Poetry

Senior Adult Ministry

Pat Jensen Handy, Chairperson

Here we are at the end of another
interesting year. 2005 brought many
changes to Third. Our church cele-
brated "40 Days of Purpose". We
have participated in the cleaning and
refurbishing of Johnson Hall. Noah
Campbell has been a growing pres-
ence here at Third, since the day he
started. Now we have a new Senior
Pastor and | am sure that Dr. Warren
and Laura Hoffman will guide us as
we keep on keeping on. Laura Hoff-
man has already expressed an inter-
est in the SAM program.

We have a new committee member,
Sharon Bray. Sharon and I, together
bring many years with this church
and almost as much experience as
our most senior member, Verlee
Mannle. While Verlee has been
here, Sharon and | have been away
for a number of years and have
come back.

We have several ideas for our quar-
terly meetings including a games
day, lectures, favorite hymn sing,
and the history of some of our popu-
lar hymns. If you have ideas or sug-
gestions for programs please tell
Sharon, Verlee or me.

We hope that more of the folks 55
years and over will be able to join us.
The food is good, the fellowship is
better and the programs are best of
all.



Praying for our Children

Vicki Swyers, Minister to Y outh and Children

asked the children for prayer re-

guests last Wednesday night and
several responded. One child men-
tioned that ateacher at his school
had been killed in an automabile ac-
cident the day before. Another re-
minded us to pray for our pastor, be-
cause he recently lost hisfather. A
third boy spoke of an uncle who
passed away the month before.

Then agirl told us that she was wor-
ried about her three-legged dog,
Brownie, who can’t comeinside her
house, and was outside in the cold
that night. | was so grateful for her
reminder that God is concerned
about every part of our lives. The big
stuff - death and loss - and the stuff
that’ s big to people who love three-
legged dogs.

Would you join me thisyear in pray-
ing for the children of our church?
They need the covering of prayer as
they move through their schools and
neighborhoods, and as they come to
church, go to camp this summer and
hear and experience the Word of
God.

| recently came across a prayer
guide, written by Bob Hostetler, for
parents and those who care about
children, called 31 Biblical Virtues
To Pray For Your Kids. I'd liketo
share 10 of those virtues, in the hope
that they might be helpful to you as
we lift up our children:

1) Salvation: “Lord, let salvation
spring up within my children,
that they may obtain the salva-
tion that isin Christ Jesus, with
eternal glory.” (Isaiah 45:8, 2
Timothy 2:10)

2) Growthin grace: “I pray that
my children may grow in the
grace and knowledge of our
Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ.” (2 Peter 3:18)

3) Love “Grant, Lord, that my
children may learn to live alife
of love, through the Spirit who
dwellsinthem.” (Galatians
5:25, Ephesians 5:2)

4) Honesty and integrity: “May
integrity and honesty be their
virtue and their protection.”
(Psalm 25:21)

5) A servant’sheart: “God,
please help my children develop
servants' hearts, that they may
serve wholeheartedly, asif they
were serving the Lord, not
men.” (Ephesians 6:7)

6) Prayerfulness. “Grant, Lord,
that my children’slives may be
marked by prayerfulness, that
they may learn to pray in the
Spirit on all occasions with all
kinds of prayersand re-
guests.” (Ephesians 6:18)

7) Passion for God: “Lord, please
instill in my children a soul that
‘followeth hard after thee’

(Psalm 63:8, KJV) one that
clings passionately to you.

8) Gratitude: “Help my children
to live livesthat are aways
overflowing with thankfulness
and always giving thanks to
God the Father for everything,
in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ.” (Ephesians 5:20, Colos-
sans 2:7)

9) Courage: “May my children
always be strong and coura-
geousin their character and in
their actions.” (Deuteronomy
31:6)

10) Justice: “God, help my children
tolovejustice as You do and act
justly in al they do.” (Psalm
11:7, Micah 6:8)

Let’s also remember their families,
their schools and teachers - and be-
loved pets.

Thank you to the many volunteers
that helped with the Christmas
Baskets 2005. We served 179
families, including 184 children
ranging from infants to age

12. The youth helped out on

the 14th by "prepping"” the many
grocery bags (placing paper bags
inside of plastic). Others helped
fill the bags on the 19th, setting up
and organizing for the distribution
on December 20th. More volun-
teers manned the different sta-
tions on the 20th as the families
collected their food and toys. We
could not provide this ministry
without all of you that take the
time to serve. Thank you!!!

New in the Library

TBC Library is fortunate to have
friends who purchase and donate
books to the library. Most recent is
the gift from Jane Baldridge of the
seven books by C.S. Lewis in the
series The Chronicles of

Narnia. Since first published in the
early 1950's they have sold millions
of copies worldwide. The first vol-
ume, The Lion, The Witch and The
Wardrobe opened in movie theaters
during the Christmas holidays.
Christians familiar with the spiritual
imagery in the book see the film as
not just mere entertainment, but as
an evangelistic opportunity.

Two copies are available for check
out.




Tuesday, January 3", 2006
9:45 am Exec. Business Mtg.

10:30 am Program: Rev. Travis
Hanna speaks about Missouri Bap-

tist Children’s Home
12:00 pm Luncheon

Tuesday, January 17", 2006

10:00 am Circle Meetings
11:15 am Bible Study
12:00 pm Luncheon

Mission Projects

Meet 2" and 4" Tuesdays from

9am-noon in Room 2.
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Pledged and Un-pledged

Unified Budget Contributions
November, 2005

Received $ 44,418
Budgeted $ 37,093
Over $ 7,324
This Year
Received $ 536,881
Budgeted $ 560,702
Under $ -23,820

Articles for the next issue of Third Base
are due January 15. Please submit your
article with your name to the church
it to Fran Blake:

office or e-mail

fblake @third-baptist.org.

Pain Perception
Betty Swyers, Parish Nurse

A cheerful disposition isgood for your health;
gloom and doom leave you bone tired.
Proverbs 17:22 MsG

good laugh is both free and price-

less—and you don® need a pre-
scription, permission, or an appointment
to do it. Years ago Norman Cousins, the
editor and writer, claimed that he had
cured himsalf of a serious arthritic dis-
ease simply by watching old Marx
Brothers movies. The book that came
out of this experience jump-started sci-
entific investigations of humor® connec-
tion to heath. But has laughter really
turned out to be the best medi-
cine? If you enjoy irony (a perverse
form of humor), it may tickle you to
learn that after two decades of research
the answer is no clearer than ever. Here®
a sampling of findings. Japanese re-
searchers found that patients with
asthma got some relief from watching a
funny film, compared to a not-funny
one. Laughing at funny videosimproves
immunity, at least briefly, and bolsters
the antioxidant power of saliva, other
studies have found. You may be better
able to tolerate pain when watching
something funny. Laughing may even
make you burn a few calories. People
have been quick to extol humor as a
self-healer, claiming benefits against
heart disease and emotional stress,
among other ills.

Anger has been blamed for raising heart
disease risk, so it makes sense that good
humor may reduce it. But studies have
been unable to back this up. Scientists
have located the brain®"funny bone" or
humor center: above the right eye in the
frontal 1obe, though this knowledge isn®
of much practical use so far. Asareview
of the studies has pointed out, it®all too
iffy—no conclusions can be drawn
about the health benefits of laughter.

See Reminder; University of California,
Berkeley Wellness Letter, School of
Public Health, August 2005, Used with
Permission, www.wellnessl etter.com.

Please Consider
Joining New Advisory
Committee Forming in
January ‘06

f your hobby istechnology, please

consider lending your expertise and
enthusiasm to the continued upgrade
and renovation of Johnson Hall.

If you have an eye for detail and love
the challenge of developing prudent
policies, then please consider lending
your abilities to the construction of
guidelines for the community use of
Johnson Hall.

In 2006 the second phase of the John-
son Hall revival will begin as we con-
vene the Johnson Hall Advisory Com-
mittee. The committee will have two
goals.

First, we will research cost-effective
ways to bring the technology of John-
son Hall into the 21% Century. We
will look at ongoing and anticipated
ministry use and examine the best
products avail able and within our
budget to allow us to enhance our use.

Second, we will develop policiesfor
Johnson Hall use. The purpose of
these policiesisto ensure that all that
occurs in Johnson Hall is redemptive
in value and ultimately glorifying to
the God we serve.

We will establish as our main objec-
tive to recommend a short-list of alter-
natives to the decision-making bodies
of the church, including Pastor War-
ren, Church Council and the Board of
Trustees.

If you are interested in serving upon
this advisory board, please email

Noah at dncampbell @third-baptist.org
or call me at 314-533-7340 x29.God
bless and see you Sunday if not
sooner!
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...for the lovely flowers and your many kind expressions of

care through words both written and spoken. We feel

blessed to be surrounded by such a caring congregation.
With gratitude, Pastor Warren and Laura Hoffman

...for your expression of kindness.
The Family of Rev. Walter Hoffman

...From someone TBC has helped: “...for your generous
contribution toward my gas bill...May God bless each of
you as you continue to help the needy.”

...to family and friends of Carol Lundquist, who passed
away November 20, 2005. She was a member of Round-
Table and Triple Link Sunday school classes.

...to his wife Gladys Hall, family and friends of Joe Paul
Hall, who passed away November 25, 2005. Joe became a
member of TBC in 1952. He and Gladys were members of
Triangle Sunday school class.

...to family and friends of Arthur Knew, who also passed
away November 25, 2005. He joined TBC in 1983 and was
a member of the Agoga Men’s Class.

...to Mary Pillsbury Wainwright (Don), and family and
friends of Joyce S. Pillsbury, who passed away December
16, 2005. Mr. Pillsbury was a life-long member of TBC and
was a member of the Wiley Thorne Sunday School Class.
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We praise and thank God for our newest members.

Olivia Murray joined by baptism November 27, 2005.
Her deacon is Margaret Warmann. Our prayers are
that Olivia will feel a sense of fellowship and belonging
at TBC.

We also welcome new members Brian Smith who
comes for baptism and Angie Smith who comes by
transfer of letter. Their deacon is also Margaret War-
mann.
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Spaghetti Sauce/Meat
(Canned only) () A (]
Spaghetti-160z package
Green Beans ’%N\v
Peaches
Powdered Milk  (3qt. Box or 1qgt. Pkg. ONLY)
Thank You For Your Contribution!
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